ISAW/NYU-UNIPV graduate seminar, Fall Semester 2026

Recent developments in the Late Bronze and Iron Age archaeology of the eastern MEditerrarnean:
Historicity and archaeological research

1) 09/02	Intro	


2) 09/09	Historical archaeology as a question
Andrén, Anders, and Alan Crozier. 1998. Between Artifacts and Texts: Historical Archaeology in Global Perspective. Chapters 1, 3, and 6.

Presentation	Stefano Apra’: on settlement pattern and mobility in Jordan during the LBA-IA transition


3) 09/16	Methodological questions on text and material culture
Beaudry, Mary C. 2014. “Documentary Archaeology: Dialogues and Discourses.” The Oxford Handbook of Historical Archaeology.
Wilkie, Laurie A. 2006. “Documentary Archaeology.”The Cambridge Companion to Historical Archaeology

Presentation	Braden Cordivari: on Middle Iron Age cremation at Gordion 


4) 09/23	Archaeology of time
Lucas, Gavin. 2005. The Archaeology of Time. Themes in Archaeology. Routledge. Chapters 1, 2, and 3

Presentation	Leopoldo Fox-Zampiccoli: on the legacy of Pharaonic Egypt in the Iron Age Northern Levant


5) 09/30	Epistemological questions on text and material culture
Moreland, John. 2006. “Archaeology and Texts: Subservience or Enlightenment.” Annual Review of Anthropology 35 (1): 135–51. 
Johnson, Matthew. 2010. “Archaeology and History” Archaeological Theory: An Introduction. 2nd ed. Wiley-Blackwell.

Presentation: to be assigned


6) 11/04	The shift! Material culture as historical source
Dyer, Serena. 2021. “State of the Field: Material Culture.” History 106 (370): 282–92. 
Gaskell, Ivan, and Sarah Anne Carter. 2020. The Oxford Handbook of History and Material Culture. Oxford University Press: Introduction

Presentation	Talia Sankari: on cranial trapanation in the 1930s assemblage from Ugarit


7) 11/11	Early debate on history and archaeology in pre-classical western Asia
Marie-Henriette Gates, “Dialogues between Ancient Near Eastern Texts and the Archaeological Record: Test Cases from Bronze Age Syria,” BASOR 270 (1988): 63–91.
Liverani, Mario, 1999 History and Archaeology in the Ancient Near East: 150 Years of a Difficult Relationship. In Fluchtpunkt Uruk: Archäologische Einheit aus methodischer Vielfalt. Schriften für Hans Jörg Nissen. H. Kühne et aleds. pp. 1–11. Rahden/Westf.: Marie Leidorf.
Zimansky, Paul. "Archaeology and texts in the ancient Near East." Archaeologies of the Middle East: Critical Perspectives (2005): 308-326.
Marie-Henriette Gates, “Archaeology and the Ancient Near East: Methods and Limits” (2005). A Companion to the Ancient Near East.
Postgate, Nicholas. 2010. “The debris of government: Reconstructing the Middle Assyrian State apparatus from tablets and potsherds.” Iraq 72: 19–37.

Presentation	 to be assigned


8) 11/18	History and bioarcheology in western Asia
Sołtysiak, Arkadiusz. 2021. “Towards a Historical Bioarchaeology: The Use of Textual Sources in Research on Human Remains from the Near East and Eastern Mediterranean.” Journal of Archaeological Science, Reports 38: 103006-. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jasrep.2021.103006
Zettler against Weiss
Brázdil, Rudolf et al. 2005 “Historical climatology: A new approach to studying climate history,” Climatic Change 70, 363–430. 
Paparella, Claudia et al. 2025. “Historical archives from the Roman Monarchic and Republican periods show human perceptions of environment and climate change in Italy, 753–29 BCE,” The Holocene 35.4.
	
Presentation	to be assigned


9) 12/02	Historicizing Homer: Aegean perspective
Varto, Emily, 2022. “Kingship in the hall. Poetry and the archaeology of the early Greek housing.” In Baird, J. A., and April Pudsey, eds., Housing in the Ancient Mediterranean World: Material and Textual Approaches. Cambridge University Press.
Cosmopoulos, Michael B. 2025. The World of Homer. Cambridge University Press. Part II.2, and Part III.
Kolb, Frank. 2004. “Troy VI: A Trading Center and Commercial City?” American Journal of Archaeology (Boston, MA) 108 (4): 577–613. https://doi.org/10.3764/aja.108.4.577.4
Sorry

Presentation	Anna Selden: tbd (Troy?)


10) 12/09 Historicizing Homer: western Asian perspective
Feldman, Louis H. 1996. “Homer and the Near East: The Rise of the Greek Genius.” The Biblical Archaeologist 59, no. 1: 13–21. https://doi.org/10.2307/3210531.
Carlos J. Moreu, “The Sea Peoples and the Historical Background of the Trojan War,” Mediterranean Archaeology 16 (2003), 107–124. 
Cline, Eric H. 2013. “The Trojan War in Context: Mycenaeans, Hittites, Trojans, and Sea Peoples.” In The Trojan War: A Very Short Introduction. Oxford University Press. 
Oh Hungshik, “The Trojan War and the Sea Peoples,” Journal of Western Ancient History and Culture 34 (2013), 107–143.
Kopanias, Konstantinos. "Cilicia and Pamphylia during the Early Iron Age: Hiyawa, Mopsos and the foundation of the Greek poleis." Athens University Review of Archaeology (AURA) 1 (2018): 69-95.

Presentation	LDA: War for a woman: Helena and the bitti rabiti
