
Progetto ITALIM – L’Italia e la politica internazionale della sicurezza alimentare 

Workshop 

Food Security and Political Power in and beyond the MENA 
Region 

12 May 2026 
Palazzo du Mesnil, Università di Napoli L’Orientale 

The workshop brings together the authors of the ITALIM policy briefs, scholars working on food security and 
conflict in the MENA region, and representatives of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International 
Cooperation (MAECI). The aim is to discuss the project’s findings and explore their policy implications for 
Italy’s engagement with food security challenges in the region. 

Programme 

12:00–13:00 

Keynote Lecture: Humanitarian access and space 
in contemporary complex emergencies 

Ronan MacNamara 
Centre for War Studies, University College Dublin 

13:00–13:30 Discussion 

13:30–14:15 Lunch 

14:15–15:45 

Session I. Food Security and Regional 
Instability 

Martino Tognocchi (University of Pavia) 

Food, Conflict and Regional Instability 
Mostapha Jouili (University of Carthage) 

Food Security governance in Tunisia (online) 



Giuliano Martiniello (International University of 
Rabat, Morocco) 
Food Security, Political Economy and Regional 
Vulnerabilities in Morocco (online) 

Discussants 
Gianni Del Panta, University of Pavia 
Ronan MacNamara, Centre for War Studies, 
University College Dublin 

15:45–16:15 Coffee Break 

16:15–17:30 

Session II. Food Security in (Post-)Conflict 
States 

Salah S. Ali (Middle East and North Africa Platform for 
Religious Freedom and Peacebuilding (MENAP) 
Food Security Governance in Iraq (online) 
Andrea Novellis (University of York) 

Food Security and Political Order in Syria 
Fortuna Finocchito (Università di Napoli L’Orientale) 

Food Security and Power Dynamics in the Yemeni 
Conflict 
Simone Papale (University of Parma) 

Food Warfare in the War in Ukraine 

Discussants 
Eugenio Dacrema, World Food Programme 
Ronan MacNamara, Centre for War Studies, 
University College Dublin 

17:30–17:50 Closing Remarks 

This workshop is realized with the support of the Unit for Analysis, Policy Planning, and Historical Documentation – Directorate General 
for Political Affairs and International Security of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation, in accordance with 
Article 23-bis of the Decree of the President of the Italian Republic 18/1967. 

The views expressed in this report are solely those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the views of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International Cooperation. 
The opinions expressed during the conference are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the positions of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation. 

The workshop can be followed online: https://meet.google.com/qrn-ubhj-owi



Progetto ITALIM – L’Italia e la politica internazionale della sicurezza alimentare 

Workshop ITALIM 

Sicurezza alimentare e potere politico nella regione MENA
12 maggio 2026 

Palazzo du Mesnil, Università di Napoli L’Orientale 

Il workshop riunisce gli autori dei policy brief del progetto ITALIM, studiosi che si occupano di sicurezza 
alimentare e conflitti nella regione MENA, nonché rappresentanti del Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della 
Cooperazione Internazionale (MAECI). L’incontro ha l’obiettivo di discutere i risultati del progetto e riflettere 
sulle implicazioni di policy per l’azione dell’Italia nel campo della sicurezza alimentare nella regione.  

Programma 

12:00–13:00 
Lectio magistralis 

Ronan MacNamara 
Centre for War Studies, University College Dublin 

13:00–13:30 Discussione 

13:30–14:15 Pranzo 

14:15–15:45 

Sessione I. Sicurezza alimentare e instabilità 
regionale 

Martino Tognocchi 
Food, Conflict and Regional Instability 
Università di Pavia 

Mostapha Jouili (online) 
Food Security and Political Power in Tunisia 
University of Carthage 

Giuliano Martiniello (online) 
Food Security, Political Economy and Regional 
Vulnerabilities in Morocco 
International University of Rabat, Marocco 

Discussant 



Gianni Del Panta, Università di Pavia 
Ronan MacNamara, Centre for War Studies, 
University College Dublin 

15:45–16:15 Pausa caffè 

16:15–17:30 

Sessione II. Sicurezza alimentare nei contesti 
di (post-)conflitto 

Salah S. Ali (online) 
Food Security Governance in Iraq 
Middle East and North Africa Platform for Religious 
Freedom and Peacebuilding (MENAP) 

Andrea Novellis 
Food Security and Political Order in Syria 
University of York 

Fortuna Finocchito 
Food Security and Power Dynamics in the Yemeni 
Conflict 
Università di Napoli L’Orientale 

Simone Papale 
Food Warfare in the War in Ukraine 
Università di Parma 

Discussant 
Eugenio Dacrema, World Food Programme 
Ronan MacNamara, Centre for War Studies, 
University College Dublin 

17:30–17:50 Conclusioni 

Il presente convegno è stato realizzato con il contributo dell’Unità per l’Analisi, la Programmazione, e la Documentazione Storica – 
Direzione Generale per gli Affari Politici e la Sicurezza Internazionale del Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della Cooperazione Internazionale, 

ai sensi dell’art. 23-bis del DPR 18/1967. 

Le opinioni contenute nella presente pubblicazione sono espressione degli autori e non rappresentano necessariamente le posizioni del 
Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della Cooperazione Internazionale. 
Le opinioni manifestate durante lo svolgimento del convegno sono espressione degli autori e non rappresentano necessariamente le 
posizioni del Ministero degli Affari Esteri e della Cooperazione Internazionale. 

Il convegno potrà essere seguito online: https://meet.google.com/qrn-ubhj-owi  




